Hormonal and local agents as extracellular regulators of cartilage growth measured by the rate of proteoglycan synthesis. A hypothesis.
Following the rate of proteoglycan synthesis as the metabolic parameter of the growth of cartilage cells, indicates that hormonal and local agents are two distinct types of extracellular regulators responsible for altering the basic metabolic rates of cells. Such changes in growth rate occur regularly at physiological developmental stages (e.g., during embryonic life and at advancing age), and at pathological events (e.g., wounds and repair).